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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

0 , Q tt\h 



Tuan Nguyen 




Art Unit 

3653 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE Anno (V)mONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. L ' 

' EX lTr^ U r er T pro ™° nS ° f 37 CFR 11 36 < a >* "° event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. ' 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maitina date nf thi. 

communication. y Udie OT lh| s 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 ™ 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). y reauce an Y 

Status 

D^Kj Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a) □ This action is FINAL 



X/27/0I 



2b)^T This action is non-final. 



3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parje Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) gf Claim(s) / — /2 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) 

6) J^ Claim(s) 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideratio 

is/are allowed, 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 



Application Papers 

9)^f The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



. is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

is: approved rip disapproved. 



10) D The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

13) ^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d). 
a)^T All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. £§f Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 0°l / \4 r r ] & . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachments! 

1 5) J^lf Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



18) Q Interview Summary (PTO-4 13) Paper No(s). 

19) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152J 

20) □ Other: 



. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

TO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. 
These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the drawings, each of the lettered items should 
appear in upper case, without underlining or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" (see 37 CFR 1.96). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(i) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

0 Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 

The heading for the drawings on page 7 and heading for detailed description of the 
invention on page 8 are required. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the inclusion of legal phraseologies 
such as "comprises" on line 1 and "means" on lines 2 and 3. Correction is required. See MPEP 



§ 608.01(b). 
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Art Unit: 3653 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japan'979. 
Japan'979 discloses an apparatus for dry physical separation of particulate material. The 

apparatus comprises an inclined separating surface 12 having an upper and lower edges; an 
oscillation means 13 for inducing an inherently non-linear oscillatory motion of the separating 
surface (note the bouncing material as shown in Fig. 4); a plurality os springs 13 c; and an 
introduction means 3 1 having a variable speed motor for introducing the particulate material onto 
the surface. The oscillatory motion can be elliptical or eccentric motion. Japan'979 further shows 
a plurality of separating surfaces 12 and 22. 

5. The IDS (PTO-892) filed on August 27, 2001 has been considered. A copy is attached 



hereto. 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. Satake, Nicols et al. and SU'818 are cited to show other pertinent art. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Tuan Nguyen 
at telephone number (703) 308-3664. 



tnn, 

March 25, 2002. 
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